Want to foster? Wantto adopt? Want to fosterto adopt? Confused byitall?? You are notalone. We
have tried to provide alittle further explanation in the information below. However, if you would like to
speak to someone regarding the foster/adoption process, please call our office at (888)828-3555 and we
will be glad to answerany questions you may have.

Let's start with adoption. Adoption from foster care takes place when the parental rights of afoster
child's biological parents have been terminated. Termination of parental rightsis alengthy process.
Sinceitis always betterfora child to remain withintheirfamily of originifitis asafe and nurturing
environment, judges typically like to give biological parents every opportunity to step upand become
the persontheyneedtobein orderto parenttheirchildren. Thatbeingsaid, termination of parental
rights does happen and at that time, children become legally freeforadoption. Every effortis made to
identify an adoptive family fora child before termination of parental rights occurs. Our state strives to
preventchildrenfrom beingin "permanency limbo" where their parents' parental rights are terminated
without havingaforeverfamilyin place to help them through the trauma of permanent se paration from
theirbiological parents.

Moving on to foster care, foster care isintended to provide atemporary safe, loving, nurturinghome for
childrenwhenthey cannotsafely live with their biological parents. Often, the duration of afoster
placementisveryshort...justafew days until a suitable relative placement can be found. Sometimesa
placementcan last several months oreven a year while the birth parents work toward achieving the
parenting and personal goals setforth by DSS. Andthen, in extreme situations, the biological parents'
rights are terminated and the child becomes available foradoption. As stated previously, termination of
parental rightsis a lengthy process and very often, actually over 70% of the time, childreninfostercare
are adopted by theirfoster parents.

This brings us to the ever-confusingterm "fostertoadopt." Unfortunately, "fostertoadopt"isa legal
termin South Carolina. Asa legal term, itis defined as:

e Afamily’sgoalistoadopta childorsiblinggroup.

e Thisfamily doesnotintendtofosterrandom children who come into foster care.

e Thisfamilyiswaitingto be matched with and selected forachild or sibling group.
However, as stated above, if circumstances seemto be leadingtoward TPR, the search foran adoptive
resource a.k.a. foreverfamily, often begins before TPR takes place. In this situation a family is matched
with and selected forthe child, andin orderto place the child "pre-adoptively" with the family afoster
home licenseisissuedtothe selected family. This does not mean this family begins "fostering" in the
traditional sense. It simply meansthat the child(ren) may be placed inthe home legally while waiting for
the adoption finalization.

Therefore, whenyou are beginning the foster home licensing journey with a GOAL OF ADOPTION, you
are considered FOSTERTO ADOPT and will go through the ADOPTION APPROVALPROCESS and waitto
be matched with, and selected fora child.

If you are planningtofosterchildrentemporarilyand you are open to the possibility of adopting afoster
childinyour home should that child become legally freeforadoption, you are simply becoming A
LICENSED FOSTER HOME...and if the situation arises where a child in your home becomes available for
adoption, you simply complete the necessary stepsto become approved at that time...and, while
logically, thisseems likethe term “fosterto adopt” would apply, in SC, it doesn’t. ©



