
FAMILY COURT PROCEEDINGS CHART

Removal Merits Hearing

35 Days from Removal

“Finding of Abuse or Neglect”

Set Permanency Goal:

(Reunification, Termination 

Of Parental Rights (TPR) and

Adoption, Custody

Approved Placement/

Treatment Plan

No Probable Cause to 

Remove Child

Return Home/Case Dismissed

72 Hour Probable Cause Hearing

Held within 3 days of removal

Ex Parte Order Emergency Protective Custody

(EPC)

CHILD REMOVED  

Guardian Ad Litem Appointed

Treatment Plan Developed

“No Finding of Abuse
Or Neglect”

Return Home/

Case Dismissed

Permanency Planning

Return Home Or

Award Custody

Monitor case and close

Change Permanency Plan to TPR/Adoption

Extend time to Reunify

Monitor Progress with Treatment Plan

Monthly Visits with Child

Continue Monthly Visits with Child

Annual Permanency Planning Hearings

Or

Long Term Foster Care

(APPLA)

Not Permanency goal:

Must show return home,

TPR Adoption, or Custody is

not in Child’s Best Interest

Award Custody

Or

Offer services/

Close Case

TPR/AdoptionReturn Home

Annual Permanency Planning Hearings

(Until Child is Adopted or Turns 18)

Court Reviews Appropriateness of Permanency Plan


